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Letter or Email Response: 
Regarding the local plan, I have objections to the proposals for SR-0527 Royal Oak Site. Too many dwellings are 
indicated not allowing sufficient amenity space and car parking provision – I understand that previous Local Plans were 
for a lesser number of dwellings there and what is now indicated would amount to a clear overdevelopment situation. 
An application for this site based on 14 dwellings, was recently turned down by Council members for these very reasons. 
Also I’m told that housing proposed on sites EPF/2398/15 and EPF / 2753/15 have minimal car parking allocation and 
this is also unacceptable. You will be aware that we have very severe car parking problems around Smarts Lane / 
Forest Road areas, much due to commuters from outlying areas cluttering up our area, by using our roads for daytime 
long car parking during weekdays. Previous parking restrictions - introduced nearer the Town Centre and often in roads 
with larger more expensive housing, already with adequate off street parking and seemingly no need for those 
restrictions in many cases, except maybe for appearances sake - have conspired to push commuter parking outwards 
and thus make daytime parking problems much worse in our immediate vicinity. Moreover, further rumoured highways 
proposals for restrictions at the Forest End of Forest Road will greatly exacerbate problems. We have been pressing for 
a residents car parking scheme in our area for some time. It would therefore be intolerable if the Royal Oak housing 
were not required to meet the full Council’s car parking standards and make our parking situation any worse – it is not 
a site close to the town centre - occupants there should also not be eligible for inclusion in any future Smarts / Forest 
resident’s parking scheme. EPF/2398/15 and EPF 2753/15 should also be provided with adequate car parking. A 
residents car parking scheme if suitably configured by time limiting to say 2 hours for non-residents would release 
spare spaces during working weekdays and would thus of considerable benefit to the shops in the town centre and help 
to maintain it as a thriving centre. Commuter parking is of little benefit to local commerce and actually on balance is 
greatly detrimental. ….Redacted….
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