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Response to the Epping Forest District Local Plan Submission Copy 2018 for Mr 
Mark Gregory. 
 
Appendix A to the Response Form Parts A and B. 
 
1. Mr Mark Gregory is, with other family members, the owner and a proprietor of Farm 

Tyres on Sewardstone Road, Sewardstone in Waltham Abbey Parish, although it 
has a London Postcode. He is the owner, or effectively owner, of all the land edged 
red on the ownership plan submitted to the Epping Forest Call for Sites in 2017. 
This document is attached showing the site comprising property titles edged red. 

 
2 He instructed me to respond to the Call for Sites after a refusal of planning 

permission for the conversion of the bungalow, formerly known as Headlands, and 
now known as Little Gregories, which he had acquired for the family business to 
expand into, in a mixed business and residential use. The decision notice with the 
reasons for refusal is attached. 

 
3 The reasons for doing this were twofold. The main reason was that the refusal of 

planning permission had now given rise to considerable uncertainty over whether 
there would be scope for any further expansion of the Farm Tyres business on their 
current site, which the purchase of Headlands was intended to provide; and 
secondly, even if with this purchase and use of Headlands the scope for any further 
expansion was extremely limited. The adjoining property owner was not prepared 
to sell any land for any further extension of the Farm Tyres business to the south. 
If Headlands cannot be used for further expansion then the Farm Tyres site use will 
likely be maximised in the next five years. The recent grant of a Certificate of Lawful 
Proposed Use for hand car washing will assist in this regard. If permission is 
eventually given for the use of the former Headlands site, in whole or part for an 
extension of the Class B2 use then the site potential for expansion will likely last 10-
15 years. 

 
4 This refusal was a matter of significant concern given the reason for refusal number 

2. This could bring the need to relocate sooner. It states: “The proposed use will 
result in a significant increase in the levels of activity in and around the site and 
create the likelihood of excessive noise pollution for neighbouring residential 
dwellings. The use will therefore materially detract from the living conditions of 
neighbouring dwellings and, as such, is contrary to the requirements of Paragraph 
17 of the National Planning Policy Framework and policies DBE2, DBE9, and RP5A 
of the adopted Local Plan and Alterations. The decision was issued 26th May 2017 
and after some consideration by the Gregory Family I was then instructed to 
respond to the Call for Sites. 

 
5 I had called Epping Forest Planning Policy Team and had been advised that it was 

not too late to submit a Call for Sites Form to allow it to be considered as part of the 
Strategic Environmental Assessment. (Undertaken by Messrs Arups). I duly 
completed a Call For Sites Response. This is attached. It shows the extent of the 
site and location and I considered when it was submitted it could still have been 
assessed as part of the SEA. It was submitted in writing and by email 31 July 2017. 
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6 Unfortunately after a number of inquiries I was eventually advised it would not be 

included in the SEA or the Local Plan. 
 
7 Likewise I later sought to bring the site to the attention of the Local Planning 

Authority in its work on the Brownfield Register.  
 
8 I also complained of the lack of response to senior staff, copy letter attached. No 

replies or acknowledgments were ever received. (Letters to Mr McNab. 6th and 26th 
September 2017). 

 
9 In preparing this Response I have also been seeking advice as to the publication 

of the Authority’s Brownfield Register. Emails attached. I have been unable to 
obtain a link to the Register or any advice on the Authority’s website of the status 
of the Register, nor received any reply until the afternoon of the 24th January 2018. 
It states: 

 
 Dear Mr Wipperman, 

I am sorry for the late response as it took me longer than expected to investigate. In essence, 
the Council well aware of the requirement to have a register in place, we are in the process 
of producing a Brownfield Register and we are looking to publish the register around mid-
February.  
I am sorry as this may not help with your query much but I hope it at lease helped clarify the 
Council’s position. 
Tai Tsui 
Planning Policy Projects Officer|  Planning Policy  |   
Epping Forest District Council  |  Civic Offices  |  323 High Street  |  Epping  |  Essex  |  CM16 4BZ. 

 
10 I have never experienced so many emails and other correspondence sent to an 

Authority, and telephone messages left to be ignored for so long, with such 
prolonged indifference and failure to respond, or even acknowledge until the above. 
It is now clear that the Brownfield Register has been significantly delayed and is not 
to be available or to be co-ordinated with the Local Plan Submission Copy 
Consultation.  

 
11 It must follow that similar lack of communication with others is likely to have taken 

place. There must be concern that the Authority’s consultation process and 
community involvement on this Plan is flawed, affecting both the evidence base for 
this Plan, and the soundness of it, at least with respect to brownfield land. 

 
12 A further detailed Response on the Planning Matters is in Appendix B. 
 
 
 
Alan Wipperman BA MRICS MRTPI C Dip AF 
 
26 January 2018. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS REFERRED TO FOLLOW. 
 
 
 
 
 

......Redacted......



 

THE CALL FOR SITES SUBMISSION MADE 31 JULY 2017 BY POST AND EMAIL TO EFDC 
PLANNING POLICY: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

......Redacted......
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DECISION NOTICE RELATING TO LITTLE GREGORIES, FORMERLY HEADLANDS 
BUNGALOW. REFUSAL 26TH MAY 2017: 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Emails sent to ldfconsult@eppingforestdc.gov.uk, most recent 24th January 2018 
10.25am regarding the Local Plan and the Brownfield Register: 
 
Dear Sirs 
 
I refer to my email below and I can still not find a link on the Council’s website to a brownfield register 
despite the requirement to produce one by the 31 December 2017. 
 
I must take it that the Council has not yet published one despite commencing the Local Plan 
consultation on the 18th December and it ending on the 29th January 2018. I will prepare a Response 
accordingly. 
 
Please advise when the Brownfield Register is available to view. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Alan Wipperman 

 
From: Alan Wipperman [mailto:alanw@alanwipperman.co.uk]  
Sent: 18 January 2018 11:39 
To: 'ldfconsult@eppingforestdc.gov.uk' <ldfconsult@eppingforestdc.gov.uk> 
Cc: 'Trinity Clerks' <clerks@trinitychambers.com> 
Subject: FW: RE BROWNFIELD REGISTER AND THE LOCAL PLAN SUBMISSION 
CONSULTATION. 
 
Dear Sirs 
 
Further to my phone call and message which was not responded to I emailed the Local Plan Team 
(below) as I still cannot seem to find the brownfield register on the Authority’s website. 
 
Given the importance of the Register to the preparation and consultation on the Submission Copy 
Local Plan I would have thought it should have been available by now. 
 
Please advise if it is available and if not whether it will be available before the 29th January? 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Alan Wipperman 
 
From: Alan Wipperman [mailto:alanw@alanwipperman.co.uk]  
Sent: 12 January 2018 10:00 
To: 'ldfconsult@eppingforestdc.gov.uk' <ldfconsult@eppingforestdc.gov.uk> 
Cc: 'Trinity Clerks' <clerks@trinitychambers.com> 
Subject: RE BROWNFIELD REGISTER AND THE LOCAL PLAN SUBMISSION 
CONSULTATION. 
 
Dear Sirs 
 
I am instructed in the matter of the current Submission Copy Local Plan and would like to view the 
Brownfield Register. 
 
However despite checking it still does not appear to be on your website or the link thereto does not 
work. 
 
I therefore telephoned earlier this week and a Planning Duty Officer advised where the link was for 
this and he confirmed it was broken or not yet operational. 
 
He then kindly walked to the section dealing with the Register as he could not get a reply on the 
phone and came back to advise me all were in a meeting and someone would call me back taking 
my name and number. Unfortunately no one returned my call. 
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I would appreciate advice as to when, how  or where the Register can be seen so I can consider it 
and the Local Plan and make appropriate representations regarding brownfield land as it is clear 
greenfield land is being allocated in the Plan. 
 
It is my understanding the Authority was obliged to prepare and publish a Register by the 31st 
December 2017 and I have been viewing other Authority Registers since the New year. 
 
I trust I am not missing something? Please advise. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Alan Wipperman 
 
 
Alan Wipperman (Mobile 07946 450222). 
 
alan wipperman and co 
mill house 
little bardfield 
essex CM7 4TN 
 
tel. and fax: 01371 811488 
 
The information in this email and any attachment to it is for the sole use of the recipient 
individual or named parties as addressed and referred to above. Therefore if you are not the 
intended recipient please be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the 
contents of the information herein or attached herewith is not permitted. If you have 
inadvertently received this electronic communication, in error or otherwise, please notify the 
sender by telephone or email immediately and delete from your computer or any associated 
network. This email has been sent in good faith and computers are checked for viruses but 
the email, contents, and attachments may contain software viruses which could damage your 
computer system. Alan Wipperman and Co. will not accept liability for any damage you may 
sustain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Letter as sent to Epping Forest on the matter of the Local Plan Call for Sites: 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




