
Thank you for consulting Transport for London (TfL) on the draft Local Plan. TfL operates Central Line 
services from eight stations within the Local Plan area as well as cross boundary bus services. The 
following comments represent an officer level response from TfL Planning reflecting the organisation’s 
statutory role as strategic transport provider and operator and as an advisor to the London Mayor on the 
implementation of London Plan transport policies. These comments will also be included as an appendix 
to the response from the Greater London Authority (GLA)

A separate response will be submitted by TfL Property in its role as a landowner and potential developer. 

Vision for the London Stansted Cambridge Corridor Core Area
TfL welcomes the incorporation of this vision in the Local Plan, specifically the reference to ‘maximising 
the opportunities that Crossrail 2 can deliver’

Transport Policy T1 and 4.80 - Central Line capacity
In 2012, responding to the Issues and Options consultation TfL previously provided the following 
comment on options for growth and distribution of development in relation to Central Line capacity:

the Central Line has a shortfall in capacity westbound into the City in the AM peak. Additional 
demand on trains from the east of the line would still be able to board trains but the impact would 
have knock-on impacts on inner London users who would have longer wait times for trains that 
they are able to board. Until Crossrail opens, it will not be possible to know the true impact of 
crowding relief on the Central Line.

Since 2012 further modelling work has been carried out to understand the likely impacts of 
Crossrail (now renamed the Elizabeth Line) on Central Line crowding. More detailed information 
on expected growth and trip generation has been used. The modelling indicates that there will be 
an overall reduction in Central Line trips and that those trips will be redistributed. Although there 
will be continued growth from the east into Stratford there will be reductions in trips in the central 
area where crowding is greatest. The Elizabeth Line is due to open in stages and will be fully open 
in December 2019. On the basis of current modelling data, TfL does not believe that Central Line 
capacity should act as a deterrent to planned growth in the Draft Local Plan (or any of the 
alternative models for distributing growth which might concentrate a higher proportion of growth 
within Epping Forest District into the Central Line corridor).

TfL also stated in 2012 that 

in regards to station capacity, some have low levels of entry and exit capacity at the gate line and 
ticket hall. In some circumstances, additional trips generated by the proposed growth may 
facilitate the need for increases.

However as noted at the time, the scale of development proposed in the Local Plan would likely 
warrant incremental change rather than a complete overhaul of existing facilities and that this 
could best be addressed through the use of CIL or section 106 contributions towards station 
access and capacity improvements as part of the negotiations on specific large development 
proposals. It will be important that Epping Forest District Council require developers to prepare an 
assessment of station capacity and put forward proposals to mitigate any impacts where this is 
likely to be an issue 

Transport Policy T1 and 4.80 - Central Line station parking 



In relation to car parking at Central Line stations in 2012 TfL previously stated that

TfL owns a number of Central Line car parks within Epping Forest, and TfL would not be opposed 
to expansion of car parks at these locations in order to increase capacity. However, in order to 
tackle issue of overspill car parking, there is no single solution and as such Epping Forest District 
Council should adopt an integrated approach towards discouraging excessive car parking.

Since that response has been submitted TfL has started reviewing a number of sites it owns as 
part of wider plans to address London’s critical need for affordable housing and generate income 
to reinvest in the transport network. This includes a number of sites at Central Line station car 
parks. TfL will continue to engage with the local authority to understand what options may exist for 
these sites as part of the Epping Forest District Council Local Plan. As stated, a separate 
response will be submitted by TfL Property reflecting TfL’s interests in these sites as a landowner 
and potential developer.

A range of measures should be considered to both control on street parking and to encourage 
alternative means of access to stations. Any future applications affecting car parking capacity in 
the vicinity of Central Line stations should be subject to full consultation with TfL.

Transport Policy T1 and 4.80 - Central Line extensions
It should be noted that none of the suggested extensions to the Central Line listed in 4.80 are being 
actively investigated by TfL/London Underground.

Transport Policy T1, 4.84 and 4.89 – Car Parking Standards
Epping Forest is adjacent to a number of London boroughs and benefits from public transport routes 
that cross the London boundary. TfL supports a restraint based approach to car parking within London 
boroughs as set out in the London Plan. Parking policies within Epping Forest should take account of the 
potential for cross boundary journeys and be designed to encourage sustainable travel options and 
minimise additional car trips for travel across the London boundary. This will be particularly relevant for 
growth areas or large development sites on cross boundary routes. TfL supports the intention to require 
electric vehicle charging points to be provided.

Transport Policy T2 – Safeguarding of Routes and Facilities
TfL welcomes the commitment to protect land which is required for proposed transport schemes from 
developments which would prevent their proper implementation, and the specific references to Network 
Rail and Transport for London Investment Strategies in this policy

Best wishes
Richard Carr

Richard Carr I Principal Planner (Borough Planning)
TfL Planning, Transport for London
T: 07711 347008
E: richardcarr@tfl.gov.uk
A: 10th Floor, Windsor House, 42-50 Victoria Street, London SW1H 0TL

From August 2016 I will only work part time and so there may be a short delay in responding to emails

For more information regarding the TfL Borough Planning team, including TfL’s Transport Assessment 



Best Practice Guidance, and pre-application advice please visit https://www.tfl.gov.uk/info-for/urban-
planning-and-construction/transport-assessment-guidance Please note the changes to our pre 
application fees from 1st November 2015

From: LDFconsult [mailto:LDFconsult@eppingforestdc.gov.uk] 
Sent: 28 October 2016 16:10
To: LDFconsult
Subject: Epping Forest DC’s Draft Local Plan Consultation - starts 31st October 2016
Importance: High

To all Statutory Consultees,

Please see attached a letter about Epping Forest DC’s Draft Local Plan (Regulation 18) which is out to consultation 
from Monday 31st October 2016, to 5pm on 12th December 2016.

Kind regards

Planning Policy Team | 01992 564517

Epping Forest District Council | Civic Offices | 323 High Street | Epping | Essex | CM16 4BZ

Please note our reception opening times are now: 9:00am - 1:00pm
For further information regarding Planning please use the web links below:
Planning our Future - the new Local Plan - Planning Policy
Development Control - Development Planning Applications and Planning Enforcement
Building Control - Contaminated Land and Dangerous Structures
Countrycare - Epping Forest District Council’s award winning Countryside Management Service.
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